
WELCOME! 

Thank you for your interest in the East 
Cleveland Parks & Greenspace Plan! The City 
of East Cleveland and County Planning has 
published this newsletter in order to keep 
residents and community members up-to-
date on what has been and what remains 
to be accomplished in the East Clevleand 
Parks & Greenspace Plan process. For the 
most up-to-date information, visit the plan 
website at www.countyplanning.us/projects/
east-cleveland-parks-greenspace-plan/

WHAT IS THE EAST CLEVELAND 
PARKS & GREENSPACE PLAN?

The East Cleveland Parks & Greenspace Plan 
aims to describe a vision for parks in East 
Cleveland as a way to guide actions, boost 
investment, and improve the condition and 
safety of the City’s parks. The plan is being 

developed by the City of East Cleveland in 
collaboration with residents, neighborhood 
groups, and regional entities. It is a long-term 
guide for how the community wants to improve 
its park system to benefit both current and 
future residents.

PLAN PROCESS

The planning process is made up of six phases: 
     ■ Current Conditions: This phase outlines 

current park amenities, analyzes demo-
graphics and land use, and identifies areas 
lacking park space (complete)

     ■ Vision for Parks: In this phase, resi-
dents outline their vision for how parks 
should change, expand, or be preserved 
(complete) 

     ■ Recommendations: In this phase, action 
steps are identified that can be taken to 
achieve the community’s vision for parks 
(underway)

     ■ Implementation: This phase outlines 
priorities and responsibilities for actions to 
show how to accomplish each (underway)

     ■ Parks & Greenspace Plan Document: In 
this final phase, the previous pieces are 
combined into a complete, final document

Thus far, we have collected public input via 
a community survey, numerous community 
engagement opportunities, stakeholder 
interviews, and meetings with the Project 
Team. We have used this information to 
assemble a Vision & Recommendations 
document that outlines the community’s Vision 



for Parks and the action steps to achieving that 
desired future for the parks. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Because of COVID-19 health guidelines in 
2020, typical in-person public engagement 
opportunities were not possible, so community 
engagement and outreach for the East 
Cleveland Parks and Greenspace Plan was 
conducted as an online survey (with paper 
surveys available) from June 2020 until 
September 2020.  The survey asked community 
members about their overall experiences 
and knowledge of East Cleveland Parks 
amenities, features, and events.  There were 
136 respondents (105 online, 31 paper) with 
approximately 840 written comments in total.

With modified COVID-19 health guidelines 
in place in 2021, in-person community 
engagement and outreach activities were safely 
resumed at citywide outdoor events from 
June 2021 through October 2021. There were 
546 total impressions during the community 
engagement opportunities timeframe. These 
impressions included 460 opinions expressed 
via a dot placement activity and 86 individual 
written comments. Community Engagement 
Activity boards were made available at various 
events throughout the City such as Movie 
Night at Pattison Park, the Care-A-Van at Coit 
Farmers Market, the East Cleveland Public 
Library, and the Salvation Army East Cleveland. 
These community engagement activities gave 
community members an opportunity provide 
input and comments about East Cleveland 
Parks.

Comments were categorized and summarized 
to reveal common trends among the 
responses. These themes have been described 
in a Results Report that has been posted on the 
plan website.  

VISION FOR PARKS & 
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Vision for Parks identified four 
key principles and goals behind great 
neighborhood parks, Comfortable, Community, 
Connected, & Catalytic. These principles are the 
starting points for all the goals outlined in this 
Plan and should be used to guide and influence 
decisions for how to improve the overall park 
system in addition to individual parks within 
the City. 

The Recommendations described the projects, 
programs, and courses of action necessary to 
fulfill the community’s vision for the parks. The 
Plan’s Principles and Goals have been broken 
down into a series of strategies for the City to 
potentially undertake through partnerships 
and collaboration. 

NEXT STEPS

All the information, comments, and 
recommendations that have been gathered will 
be finalized actions, partnerships, timeframes, 
and potential funding sources to implement 
the Parks & Greenspace Plan. The full plan will 
be posted on the plan website:  
www.countyplanning.us/projects/
east-cleveland-parks-greenspace-plan/

Cuyahoga County Planning Commission
www.CountyPlanning.us
www.facebook.com/CountyPlanning
www.twitter.com/CountyPlanning


