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To inform and provide services 
in support of the short and long term comprehensive 

planning, quality of life, environment, and economic 
development of Cuyahoga County and its cities, villages and 

townships.
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PROJECT GOALS

• Phase 1: Identify issues within zoning regulations that can 
make constructing desired infill housing difficult or cost-
ineffective

• Future Phase: Outline best practices for improving zoning 
regulations to make infill more practicable, update codified 
ordinances, and track infill housing construction over time



PHASE 1 PROCESS

1. Project 
Initiation and 
Infill Housing 
Overview

2. Zoning 
District 
Identification 
and Review

3. Lot Review 
and Regulations 
Comparison

4. Single-Family 
Infill 
Opportunities 
Review

5. Full 
Document and 
Project Close 
Out

Understand infill 
housing trends 
in the First 
Suburbs

Gather and 
categorize 
lot/structure 
regulations into 
comparable 
chart

Compare 
lot/structure 
regulations to 
existing 
lots/structures

Identify infill lots 
for potential 
new 
construction

Combine 
previous work 
into final 
document
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4. Single-Family 
Infill 
Opportunities 
Review



IMPORTANT FINDINGS

1. Not all codes are set up to produce desired infill housing

2. Many existing homes are non-conforming under current regulations

3. Community Zoning Codes have been updated at different times and are at different 
stages

4. Community regulations vary greatly

5. Not all communities regulate everything

6. Some maps are out-of-date or not available

7. Some simple adjustments may speed the infill process for some communities

8. Some communities have more infill opportunity than others



PHASE 1 REPORTS

• Phase 1 Report

• Community Survey 
Findings

• Community Maps Packet

• Addendum Maps



COMMUNITY MAPS
PACKET
• Non-Conformity Maps

• Minimum Lot Size

• Minimum Lot Width

• Maximum Lot Coverage

• Minimum Living Area

• Minimum Front Setback

• Descriptive Maps

• Structures by Year Built

• Lots by Size

• Lots by Width

• Lots by Coverage

• Structures by Living Area

• Potential Infill Lots
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PHASE 2

Importance of 
Infill Housing & 
Educational 
Resources

Code Update 
Options & Best 
Practices

Design 
Guidelines 
Guidebook

Infill Incentives 
Options

Tracking Infill 
Housing

Resources for 
communities to 
learn about infill 
housing

Suggested text 
changes and 
model codes

Pilot program

Guidebook for 
considering 
design 
guidelines

Types of 
incentives 
available for 
attracting infill

Ongoing 
tracking of infill 
housing during 
next five years



PILOT PROGRAM

Up to two interested communities to participate in a code review and text edits for single-
family zoning districts at a reduced cost

• Randomly selected from interested communities

• Expected to actively participate in regular meetings during the process, including 
during the code review and discussion of zoning changes

• Would provide access to data including variances, approvals, and other records

• Coordinate necessary meetings with city staff, members of boards and commissions, 
and elected officials

• Enter into a contract with First Suburbs and County Planning at a cost of $2,500

Updated code text and assistance in the education and approval process



THANK YOU

A special thank you to the First Suburbs Consortium, 
Cuyahoga County Land Bank, and the Cities of South Euclid 

and Maple Heights for their participation, insights, and 
expertise

Thank you to all the communities for answering surveys, 
participating in interviews, and sharing data



CONTACT

Write us an email!

Patrick Hewitt, AICP
Planning Manager, Strategy & Development
phewitt@cuyahogacounty.us

• County Planning
• Mary Cierebiej, AICP, Executive 

Director
• Patrick Hewitt, AICP, Planning 

Manager, Strategy & Development
• Daniel Meaney, GISP, Manager, 

Information & Research
• Rachel Novak, AICP, Senior 

Planner
• Laura Mendez Ortiz, AICP 

Candidate, Planner
• Kevin Leeson, Planner
• Robin Watkins, GIS Specialist


