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PRESENTATION AGENDA

1. Background & Process 
2. Discovery, Analysis, & Community Vision
3. Recommendations
4. Next Steps

GOAL: 
TO RECAP THE PLANNING PROCESS & HIGHLIGHT KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOUND IN THE COMPLETED CENTER RIDGE CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN



Mary Cierebiej, AICP
Executive Director

Michael R. Mears PLA, AICP
Senior Planner + Project Leader

Jim Sonnhalter
Planning Manager, 

Design & Implementation



OUR ORGANIZATION

THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION IS A PUBLIC AGENCY THAT PROVIDES 
PROFESSIONAL PLANNING SERVICES TO MUNICIPALITIES OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY.

Best Plan - 2021
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STUDY AREA

Center Ridge Road, 
Westlake

US Route 20
6 Miles Long
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WHAT IS A CORRIDOR PLAN?
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CENTER RIDGE: TYPICAL CONDITIONS 

CITY-OWNED RIGHT-OF-WAY IS VALUABLE PUBLIC SPACE
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Pedestrian Zone

STREETS SERVE SEVERAL FUNCTIONS AND SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE ALL USES

Vehicular Zone

BALANCING NEEDS: ZONES OF THE STREET & SIDEWALK



PLANNING PROCESS



MASTER PLAN DOCUMENT

WWW.COUNTYPLANNING.US/PROJECTS/CENTER-RIDGE-CORRIDOR-MASTER-PLAN/



RECOMMENDATION VS. POLICY 

PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BASED UPON BEST PRACTICES AND COMMUNITY INPUT AND 
PRESENTED AS OPTIONS FOR THE CITY TO EVALUATE MOVING FORWARD.

RESULTS FROM IMPLEMENTATION WILL VARY BASED UPON FUTURE DEMANDS AND NEEDS.

VS

• General guide for future growth
• Outline what could happen in the 

future based upon best practices 
and community feedback

• A menu of options that can be 
implemented by the City, residents, 
or partners 

• Flexible ideas that can be applied in 
a manner, location, and time that 
best suits the city and its needs. 

CORRIDOR PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

• Specific rules, standards, 
procedures, regulations, or laws 
for development

• Describe what is and what is not 
allowed today

• Zoning Codes are an example of 
regulations on development that 
are enforced by the City.

• Relatively Rigid set of rules that 
can only be changed by a legal 
process

POLICY EXAMPLE



IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS MIGHT IMMEDIATELY MOVE TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION
WHILE OTHERS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL TIME, STUDIES, DESIGN, AND/OR FUNDING 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS: WHAT WE REVIEWED

GETTING TO KNOW THE COMMUNITY
DEMOGRAPHICS + PREVIOUS PLANS + LAND USE + ZONING + TRANSPORTATION
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EXISTING CONDITIONS: WHAT WE HEARD

GETTING TO KNOW THE COMMUNITY
OVER 1000 SURVEY AND MEETING RESPONSES

APPROXIMATELY 1000 INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS



“Lanes and 
roadway feel 
narrow and 

unsafe”
“Add turning 

lanes”

“I support longer car trips 
if Center Ridge was safer 

and more pedestrian 
friendly.”

“I don’t feel safe 
letting my child 

walk/bike on 
Center Ridge”

“Update existing 
buildings first and 
add neighborhood 
and local stores”

“Don’t add bike 
lanes, I prefer 

Multi-Use Trail”

EXISTING CONDITIONS: WHAT WE HEARD

GETTING TO KNOW THE COMMUNITY
COMMON THEMES & RESPONSES
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Vision
Balancing 
Needs & 

Users

Public 
Meeting 

Feedback

Online 
Survey 

Feedback

Current 
Conditions 

Analysis

COMMUNITY VISION & RECOMMENDATIONS: PROCESS





Site Furniture & Wayfinding

Street Trees & Green Infrastructure

Public Art

Improvement Programs & Grants



Shared-Use Path 

Bus Shelters & Bike Parking

Pedestrian & Bike Connections

Safe and Accessible Sidewalks



Ensure Access to Building from Sidewalk

Develop Safe Routes to School Plan

Use High Visibility Markings & Signals

Install Temporary Improvements
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PLAN SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS

Why Safe Routes to School (SRTS)?

SRTS CAN BE USED FOR IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN 2 MILES OF SCHOOLS THAT ESTABLISH SAFER, 
CONNECTED, AND ACCESSIBLE CROSSINGS, WALKWAYS, BIKE FACILITIES, AND TRAILS.



Utilize a Road Diet

25 Reduce Speed Limit

Mid-Block Crossings & Pedestrian Islands

Develop Access Management Plan (Reduce Curb Cuts)
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ACCESS MANAGEMENT: REDUCING DRIVEWAYS SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS

RATIO OF CURB CUTS

2:1
CCR vs. HILLIARD

ACCESS MANAGEMENT IMPROVES SAFETY, CARRYING CAPACITY, & TRAVEL TIMES   
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ROAD RIGHT SIZING: OPTIONS SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREETS DESIGNED FOR PEAK TRAFFIC FLOW AND RUSH HOUR CONGESTION OFTEN FAIL TO 
PROVIDE A SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE ENVIRONMENT OTHER TIMES OF DAY
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ROAD RIGHT SIZING: ROAD DIET SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS

ROAD DIETS HELP REDUCE CONFLICT POINTS AND CRASHES, IMPROVE OPERATIONS, AND 
IMPROVE LIVABILITY FOR PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS, RESIDENTS, AND BUSINESSES
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ROAD RIGHT SIZING: SOUTH EUCLID SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD |  CORRIDOR STUDY

CITY COUNCIL | FEBRUARY, 2022

FHWA PROVEN SAFETY COUNTERMEASURES SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS

APPLYING FEDERALLY APPROVED & PROVEN SAFETY COUNTERMEASURES



Create a Corridor Overlay Zoning District

Update Zoning Code To Align Development with 
Character & Vision for Street

Help Stimulate Development with 
Additional Tools, Programs, & Incentives

Develop a Complete and Green Street Policy
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COMPLETE & GREEN STREETS POLICY

BEFORE COMPLETE STREETS

COMPLETE AND GREEN STREETS ENSURE THAT EVERY PROJECT WILL MAKE THE STREET 
NETWORK BETTER AND SAFER FOR PEOPLE WALKING, BIKING, DRIVING, AND RIDING TRANSIT.

VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS
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REDEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITES VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

REVIEW ZONING CODE TO ENSURE IT MATCHES COMMUNITY VISION

“Prefer Redevelopment 
of existing and vacant 
buildings, storefronts, 
and strip malls over 
new development”

“Development 
has impacted 

‘feel’ of 
Westlake ”

“Desire for locally 
owned neighborhood 
street level retail vs. 

big box or chain 
establishments” 
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UPDATE ZONING CODE VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

DOES REGULATION SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY VISION & DESIRED DEVELOPMENT TYPES
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UPDATE ZONING CODE VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

COMMON REGULATORY BARRIERS TO REDEVELOPMENT ARE ZONING & DESIGN STANDARDS
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UPDATE ZONING CODE VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

Center Ridge Road Corridor Design Overlay
A Center Ridge Design Overlay (CRDO) is intended to promote a well-planned and attractive corridor that encourages 

investment, and provides opportunities for multi-modal transportation options, walkability, improved traffic flow, 
building styles and locations.





CENTER RIDGE ROAD: TYPICAL CONDITIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD: ATTRACTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD: CONNECTED RECOMMENDATIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD: SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD: SAFE RECOMMENDATIONS



CENTER RIDGE ROAD: VIBRANT RECOMMENDATIONS
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COMPLETED VISION
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LOCATION

RECOMMENDATIONS SHOULD REFLECT THE CORRIDORS USES AND CHARACTER
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RECOMMENDATIONS: WESTERN EDGE
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RECOMMENDATIONS: CIVIC CORE
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RECOMMENDATIONS: COMMERCIAL CENTER
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NEXT STEPS

• Conduct an Implementation Survey
• Identify what recommendations from the Plan Residents Support
• Use Mayors Newsletter & Westlife Article to Generate Interest

• Create an Implementation Committee
• Mix of City Staff and Stakeholders meet to help act upon plan



THANK YOU!
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