
Business Improvement District

Imagine “Downtown” Kamm’s Corners bustling with pedestrians, free of litter, with clean sidewalks and 
planters filled with colorful flowers in the summer, with lovely seasonal and holiday decorations and lighting, 
with sidewalks free of snow and ice during the winter. That’s the attraction of a Business Improvement District.

Now that over $12 million has been invested in the Streetscape, it will largely fall to us to see that it remains 
well maintained and cared for. A BID is the perfect method to accomplish this.

What is a Business Improvement  
District (BID)? 
A Business Improvement District, or  
BID, is a mechanism allowed through the 
Ohio Revised Code whereby contiguous 
property owners agree to assess 
themselves a set amount on a yearly 
schedule using a formula based primarily 
on the front footage of their property for 
the purpose of improving the appearance 
and character of the area. The funds may 
only be used in the established BID area 
to pay for extra services as decided by the 
property owners.

What services can be offered by the BID? 
Services must be for the public good  
and may include litter and graffiti removal, 
power-washing, landscaping, streetscape 
improvements and decorations, snow removal, 
marketing, economic development, and 
security activities. The services are chosen 
by the property owners themselves, 
through a board of trustees. 

How is a BID set up and/or dissolved? 
To set up a BID, owners representing 
60% of the front footage of the proposed 
district must agree to this through a 
written petition process. Government and 
church properties are exempt. The initial 
BID is proposed for 3 years and can then 
be renewed or dissolved by a vote of the 
property owners.

Who operates the BID? 
Once a BID is established, a non-profit 
board of at least five members is created 
to oversee the BID. The BID Board 

of Trustees will establish policies and 
procedures, as well as the budget and 
carryout the BID activities, either by hiring 
personnel or contracting for services. 
The BID Board of Trustees must have 
one person appointed by the Mayor and 
one from Cleveland City Council with the 
remaining board members comprised of 
BID property owners.

Which communities have BIDs? 
There are many communities with BIDs 
and/or Special Improvement Districts 
(SIDs) throughout Ohio. In the Cleveland 
area, BIDs are operating in downtown 
Cleveland, Detroit Shoreway, Ohio City, 
Cedar Fairmount, and Coventry. Other 
communities around the state include, 
Akron, Bowling Green, Canton, Cincinnati, 
Columbus, Hamilton, Lancaster, Newark, 
and Toledo. More are being proposed all 
the time.

What are the proposed boundaries of 
the Kamm’s Corners BID? 
Reference the map on the following 
page. Essentially, the proposed boundary 
comprises the area that is commonly 
considered “downtown” Kamm’s Corners.

What are the proposed services of the 
Kamm’s Corners BID? 
Activities proposed for the Kamm’s 
Corners BID include litter and graffiti 
control, landscaping and planter 
maintenance in warmer months, snow and 
ice removal during the colder seasons, 
district lighting and decorations, and 
coordinated marketing efforts to promote 

“downtown” Kamm’s Corners and the 
neighborhood at large. 

Why is a BID needed, and why now? 
The Kamm’s Corners Streetscape 
Improvement project was completed 
with much fanfare in 2010. As with many 
large public investments, once things are 
“fixed,” attention turns to other pressing 
projects. The day-to-day maintenance of 
the improvement is often an after thought. 
A BID can help keep the improvements 
maintained and “fresh.”

Additionally, “quality of life” services such 
as litter control, snow removal, and clean 
sidewalks—normal expectations for any 
quality retail district—are key.

Then, there are services that enhance 
the “experience” within the district, for 
example holiday lighting, decorative 
banners, and planters filled with flowers 
that bring the street to life and attract 
quality customers.

And finally, a marketing strategy that 
brings customers to the neighborhood in 
the first place. Once they are here, and the 
rest of the plan is on display, they become 
repeat visitors.

For a relatively minor investment, the BID 
can provide a comprehensive strategy to 
improve business for everybody.

OK, I understand the need and the benefits, 
but what is the bottom line for me?
See page 4 for your specific investment 
amount.

OK, I understand the need and the benefits, but 
what is the bottom line for me?

To continue the renaissance of “Downtown” Kamm’s 
Corners, a comprehensive approach must be adopted. 
A Business Improvement District provides the perfect 
mechanism for property owners to work together towards 
advancement of the district and the businesses within it. 
The larger neighborhood also benefits through increased 
property values, neighborhood cohesiveness, and pride.

As noted earlier, the assessment formula is based 
principally on the frontage of your property, although there 
is also a component of the value of the assessed property.

Your property, which we are referring to as:

 

When applied to the assessment formula, requires an 
annual contribution of:

These funds, when combined with the remainder of the 
assessments, will produce an annual fund of $30,000 for 
each of the 3 years of the term. At the end of the term, the 
BID will need to be renewed by the property owners, or it 
will expire.

Your support of this effort will be greatly appreciated.



The following represents a proposed budget for the Business Improvement 
District. While the overall amount raised will remain $30,000 for each of the first 
3 years, the budget can be revised as often as necessary within the allowable uses 
of the funds. The budget will be set and guided by the BID’s board of trustees.

Litter and Cleaning Activities $ 4,820
Regular patrol of district to collect litter
Empty refuse containers if necessary
Remove graffiti as needed
Powerwash sidewalks as needed

Planter Materials & Maintenance $ 4,330
Add annuals, weed & maintain planters
and irrigation system

Snow Removal $  750
Remove snow from sidewalks and
aprons in the right of way

Water, Electricity, and Fuel $ 1,000
Planter irrigation, holiday lighting power
and fuel for equipment

Equipment Maintenance & Storage $  300
Regular maintenance and seasonal
storage of equipment

Banners and Seasonal Decorations $ 8,100
Steet banner install/remove (labor)
Holiday lighting install/remove (labor)

District Marketing and Business  $ 7,200
Attraction & Retention
Advertising and promotion, business
attraction strategies

Reserve for Replacement $ 1,500
Fund for replacement of equipment

Administrative, Overhead, Organizational,  $ 2,000
& Miscellaneous    
 _______

Total Annual Budget $30,000
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PROPOSED BUDGET


	Property Name: 
	Contribution Amount: 


