
CITY OF ROCKY RIVER
MASTER PLAN
PUBLIC MEETING #2



County Planning Team
• Glenn Coyne, Executive Director

• Patrick Hewitt, Senior Planner

• Michael Mears, Senior Planner

• Nichole Laird, Planner

• Olivia Helander, Planning Intern

• Pat McMahon, Planning Intern
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WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN?



ABOUT A MASTER PLAN

• A long-term plan for how the 
community wants to grow and 
develop in the future



WHAT DOES IT COVER?

• Transportation
• Land use and zoning
• Housing
• Parks and the environment
• Economic development
• Business districts



• Inventories what exists today and 
outlines a community’s vision for the 
future

• Describes concrete action steps to 
achieve the vision



WHY PLAN?

• Provides the opportunity for 
community input

• Prepares the City, residents, and 
businesses for the future

• Shapes future development to 
match your priorities

• Gives a competitive advantage 
when applying for grants and 
funding



This is the community’s plan.



The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps
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to develop a community profile
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The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps
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Broad goals for how the community wants to 
grow and develop in the future

Includes community survey results
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Policies

Action steps to achieve the community’s desired 
future

The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps

Im
pl

em
en

ta
ti

on

D
ra

ft
 M

as
te

r 
Pl

an

Co
m

m
un

it
y 

Vi
si

on

Co
m

m
un

it
y 

Su
rv

ey

Cu
rr

en
t 

Co
nd

it
io

ns



The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps

Implementation

Timelines, priorities, responsibilities, and 
potential funding sources for undertaking action 

steps
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The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps

Draft Master Plan

Combined and completed Master Plan 
document
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USING THE MASTER PLAN

• Adopt it: to make it an official policy

• Use it: as a tool and reference when 
considering actions and applying for 
grant funding

• Update it: over time and when 
circumstances change



PUBLIC MEETING #1 
RESULTS



• Approximately 120 residents in attendance
ATTENDANCE

• 160 Completed Surveys
• Estimated more than 650 individual 

comments

ONLINE SURVEY





FOCUS AREAS & 
CITYWIDE GOALS

• Asked for feedback 
on goals and desired 
development types





RECURRING THEMES – Citywide Goals

• More public space, trees, and plants in Downtown
• Maintaining property values through home maintenance
• Desire for housing options for seniors
• Reinvestment in commercial business districts
• Reinvest in parks rather than building large, new parks
• Parking Downtown could be easier
• Continue to repave City streets
• Need safer streets and sidewalks, especially for students
• Desire improved gateways into the City
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CENTER RIDGE ROAD (West of Wagar/South of Center Ridge)
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WOOSTER ROAD (Commercial Node of Wooster and Shoreland)
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HOW WE USED YOUR COMMENTS

• Used the recurring themes to focus efforts and attention
• Developed a series of potential projects and goals to address 

concerns and achieve visions



EXAMPLE:
• A desire for additional public space in Downtown
• Developed a potential public plaza to connect Old River with 

businesses on Detroit Road

EXAMPLE:
• Concerns about safety for pedestrians and cyclists
• Outlined potential locations for trails and connections that could 

make getting around Rocky River easier



CORE PROJECTS



• Nine projects with the potential to be 
catalysts for further development

• Conceptual in nature—they will change 
with further planning and detailed study

• Some projects will entail long-term efforts

POTENTIAL CATALYSTS



Feedback 
from 

Public 
Meeting #1

HOW THE CORE PROJECTS WERE DEVELOPED

Examples and 
Ideas

Refined into 
Core Projects

Narrowed to 
Nine Core 
Projects



1. The Westway Gateway
2. Hilliard Boulevard Road Diet
3. Wooster Road Recreationway
4. The Bradstreet Neighborhood
5. Municipal Center Improvements
6. Reimagining Marion Ramp & Allen 

Court: Development Options
7. Downtown River Parking & 

Development
8. Linda Street District Development
9. Center Ridge Road East Walkable 

Development

CORE PROJECTS



The Westway Gateway





• Need a safe connection for students and 
pedestrians from Detroit Avenue to Westway 
Drive

• Desire attractive gateways into Rocky River









Wooster Road Recreationway





• Desire to feel safer as a pedestrian or cyclist
• Need greater connections into the Rocky 

River Reservation



A. Connection to Downtown, West End 
Lakewood, and Rocky River Reservation

B. Overlook Park
C. Pocket Park
D. Future Development Potential
E. Bridge Cap
F. Intersection Reconfiguration and 

Development Potential
G. Connection to Rocky River Reservation
H. Overlook Park
I. Intersection Reconfiguration
J. Potential Connection to Rocky River 

Reservation

Potential Improvements



Overlook Parks

Trail Entrances

Bridge Caps



Downtown River Parking & Development





• Need easy, safe parking, especially ADA spots
• Desire to expand the historic fabric of 

Downtown buildings
• Need to provide easier and safer access for 

pedestrians and bicyclists







Linda Street District Development





• Parking is difficult along Linda Street
• The street feels unsafe with thin sidewalks 

and numerous driveways
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Center Ridge Road East Walkable Development





• Needs more trees and landscaping
• Needs to be safer for pedestrians and drivers
• Desire for more attractive buildings
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2. Hilliard Boulevard Road Diet
3. Wooster Road Recreationway
4. The Bradstreet Neighborhood
5. Municipal Center Improvements
6. Reimagining Marion Ramp & Allen 

Court: Development Options
7. Downtown River Parking & 

Development
8. Linda Street District 

Development
9. Center Ridge Road East Walkable 

Development

CORE PROJECTS



GOALS + ACTIONS



• A series of goals and associated actions to 
accomplish those goals

• A focus on Citywide issues that are not 
necessarily place-based

• We will only cover a couple examples

CITYWIDE INITIATIVES



Enhance and Program Parks And Public Spaces
• Develop a Parks and Public Spaces Master Plan
• Organize a new board or empower an existing one to program new public spaces with 

events that engage residents, encourage small business, and foster community 
interaction

• Develop Special Improvement Districts in Downtown River and other commercial areas





Incentivize the Beautification or Rehabilitation of 
Distressed Properties
• Develop a Community Reinvestment Area to assist in the rehabilitation or 

redevelopment of distressed areas
• Continue to aggressively pursue code enforcement violations of distressed properties
• Update and strengthen the City’s existing landscaping regulations to ensure new 

construction and renovations incorporate substantial landscaped areas



Other Goals:
• Improve Streetscapes through Infrastructure Repair & 

Enhancement

• Construct a Citywide Trail and Bicycle Network

• Beautify the City and Protect the Environment with Green 
Infrastructure

• Support the Growing Senior Population with Housing, 
Amenities, and Services



GATHERING FEEDBACK



• Tonight is about defining if these options 
are appropriate for Rocky River

• Not all of these items will make it into the 
final Plan as shown. They will be changed, 
updated, or removed based on your 
feedback

• At the next meeting, we will return with 
updated projects and goals and ask which 
are your highest priority

WE NEED YOUR INPUT



• There are fourteen (15) stations around the 
room

• Nine (9) Core Projects
• Six (6) Goals
• The boards provide highlights of each 

Project and Goal; the full document is 
posted online

REVIEWING THE BOARDS





Core Project or Goal

Description, Images, and Maps

Feedback Area



I like this Project or Goal!



This Project or Goal should 
change or be removed





OTHER IDEAS
• You can also write down any 

thoughts, comments, or suggestions 
on comment cards

• Leave comment 
sheets with 
representatives 
from County 
Planning or at the 
box near the 
entrance



OTHER IDEAS
Forgot to write something down? Wanted more time to consider your 
thoughts? Have friends that missed the meeting?

An online survey with 
information from the meeting is 
available at
surveymonkey.com/r/RockyRiverPM2Survey

http://www.tinyurl.com/EuclidPM1Survey


OTHER IDEAS
Forgot to write something down? Wanted more time to consider your 
thoughts? Have friends that missed the meeting?

An online survey with 
information from the meeting is 
available at
surveymonkey.com/r/RockyRiverPM2Survey

The survey will close August 24, 2017

http://www.tinyurl.com/EuclidPM1Survey


NEXT STEPS



Reviewing Your Feedback

• Gather in-person and online feedback

• Identify common themes and update, 
add, or remove Core Projects and 
Goals

• Develop an implementation guide that 
outlines potential funding sources, 
groups that can assist, and relative 
costs



• Public Meeting #3
Implementation

The next Public Meeting will ask for 
your highest priority actions



Meetings Topic Date
Meeting #1 Current Conditions & 

Community Vision
April 19, 2017

Meeting #2 Policies August 10, 2017
Meeting #3 Implementation October, 2017 (tentative)

Public Meetings
Tentative Schedule



Master Plan Updates
Plan Website
Visit www.countyplanning.us/rockyriver
for plan updates

Additional Feedback? 
Write us an email!
Any additional comments, please email 
nlaird@cuyahogacounty.us

http://www.countyplanning.us/rockyriver/


Thank you! 

Before you give us feedback…

Questions?



Tell us what you think! 
We are around the room to answer 

questions
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