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PLANNING PROCESS



The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps
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Demographic, land use, housing, and other data 
to develop a community profile

Includes a review of existing plans and surveys
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The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps
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Broad goals for how the community wants to 
grow and develop in the future

Includes community survey results
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Policies

Action steps to achieve the community’s desired 
future

The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps
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The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps

Implementation

Timelines, priorities, responsibilities, and 
potential funding sources for undertaking action 

steps
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The Rocky River Master Plan: Six Steps

Draft Master Plan

Combined and completed Master Plan 
document
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FAVORITE PLACES 
REVIEW



CITYWIDE
FAVORITE PLACES – Citywide 

• Bradstreet’s Landing
• Rocky River Park
• Rocky River High School
• City Hall Campus
• Rocky River Middle School
• Lakewood Park Cemetery
• The Welsh Home

COMMON THEMES

• Features local, boutique-style 
shopping

• Easily accessible
• Aesthetically appealing
• Walkable spaces
• Creates a sense of Community

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



CITYWIDE
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES –

Citywide 

• Center Ridge Road
• Intersection of I-90 and Detroit 

Road
• Intersection of Hilliard Blvd 

and Wooster Road

COMMON THEMES

• Features places that need 
improvement

• Problematic intersections 
• Lack of bike trails and 

sidewalks
• Parking accessibility

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



DOWNTOWN RIVER
FAVORITE PLACES

• The Shops along Linda Street
• Beachcliff Market Square
• Old Detroit Road/Old River 

Shopping Center
• River Square Shopping Center
• Commercial Area on Lake Road 

in front of Kensington School

COMMON THEMES

• Aesthetically appealing
• Family-friendly, local, 

boutique shopping
• Walkable businesses 

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



DOWNTOWN RIVER
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES

• Ingersoll Drive 
• Lake Road between Astor Place 

and Argyle Road
• Depot Street 

COMMON THEMES

• Marion ramp
• Not pedestrian friendly
• Problematic intersections
• Lack of parking

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



DETROIT ROAD
FAVORITE PLACES

• Rocky River High School
• Elmwood Park and Cabin
• Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church
• Sunrise of Rocky River

COMMON THEMES 

• Rocky River High School
• Parks and Recreation
• Places that create a sense of 

community
• School
• Places of worship 

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



DETROIT ROAD
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES

• Overpass that crosses Detroit 
Road at I-90/Westway Drive

• Intersection of Wagar Road 
and Detroit road

• Wagar Road south of Westway 
Drive

COMMON THEMES

• Off Ramp at I-90 and Detroit 
Road

• Lack of pedestrian connections
• Problematic intersections

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



WOOSTER ROAD
FAVORITE PLACES

• Corner of Wooster Road and 
Hilliard Boulevard

• Fairview Hospital Wellness 
Center

• Neighborhood shopping area 
between Riverwood Avenue 
and Shoreland Avenue 

COMMON THEMES 

• Walkable retail
• Viewsheds into the 

Metroparks
• Easy access into the 

Metroparks 

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



WOOSTER ROAD
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES

• Intersection of Wooster Road 
and Hilliard Boulevard

• Hilliard Boulevard at I-
90/Westway Drive

• Intersection at Center Ridge 
Road and Wooster Road

COMMON THEMES

• Not pedestrian friendly 
• Problematic intersections
• Unattractive retail

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



HILLIARD BOULEVARD
FAVORITE PLACES

• Our Savior’s Rocky River 
Lutheran Church

• Westshore Unitarian 
Universalist Church

• Morley Park 
• Rocky River Reservation

COMMON THEMES

• New construction has aesthetic 
appeal

• Parks and Recreation
• Places of worship 

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



HILLIARD BOULEVARD
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES

• Intersection of Center Ridge 
Road and Wooster Road

• Post Office entrance
• Intersection of Hilliard 

Boulevard and Wooster Road
• Intersection of Hilliard 

Boulevard and Westway Drive
• Sound barriers on Hilliard Blvd 

east of Wooster Road 

COMMON THEMES 

• Lacking aesthetic appeal on 
east end of Hilliard

• Post Office structure
• Problematic intersections

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



CENTER RIDGE ROAD
FAVORITE PLACES

• Westgate Shopping Center
• Brighton Chase apartments
• The Welsh Home & Pond
• Westwood Town Center
• Goldwood Primary School and 

baseball diamonds

COMMON THEMES

• Aesthetically appealing new 
commercial structures

• Places that create a sense of 
community

• Residential areas
• Places of worship
• Parks
• Schools

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



CENTER RIDGE ROAD
LEAST FAVORITE PLACES

• Intersection of Wooster Road 
and Center Ridge Road

• Intersection at Wagar Road 
and Center Ridge Road

• Shopping strip on Center 
Ridge road across from 
Glenbar Drive 

COMMON THEMES 

• Lack aesthetic appeal
• Older commercial properties
• Problematic intersections
• Older apartment buildings

Favorite Places

Least Favorite Places



FOCUS AREA ANALYSIS 
AND GOALS



CREATING GREAT PLACES

SOCIABILITY USES & 
ACTIVITIES

ACCESS & 
LINKAGES

COMFORT & 
IMAGE

PLACE



COMFORT & IMAGEACCESS & LINKAGESUSES & ACTIVITESSOCIABILITY



Land use by 
building 
footprint

Nodes of activity

Missing 
sidewalks

Presence of 
crosswalks

Locations of bus 
stops

Locations of stop 
lights

Presence of 
bikeways

Percentage of 
curb cuts

Locations of 
gateway signs

Locations of 
landmarks

Presence of 
street furniture

Locations of 
street trees

Locations of 
parks, plazas, 
gathering spaces

Buildings that 
contribute to 
walkability

COMFORT & IMAGEACCESS & LINKAGESUSES & ACTIVITESSOCIABILITY



COMFORT & IMAGEACCESS & LINKAGESUSES & ACTIVITESSOCIABILITY







DOWNTOWN RIVER SOCIABILITY



SOCIABILITY
• Expand the vibrancy of Old Detroit further west along Detroit Road
• Develop clustered seating areas or pocket parks where possible to act as 

social spaces outside of existing areas along Old Detroit

DOWNTOWN RIVER SOCIABILITY



DOWNTOWN RIVER USES & ACTIVITIES



DOWNTOWN RIVER USES & ACTIVITIES

USES & ACTIVITIES
• Expand small retail offerings to enhance the eclectic shopping district
• Provide new residential and office uses to support retail by growing the 

number of potential shoppers



DOWNTOWN RIVER ACCESS & LINKAGES



DOWNTOWN RIVER ACCESS & LINKAGES

ACCESS & LINKAGES
• Provide stronger links to Rocky River’s residential neighborhoods
• Improve walking and biking links into the Metroparks, Lakewood, and the 

regional network of trails
• Improve existing crosswalks and add additional ones to enhance 

pedestrian safety
• Implement the streetscape and road recommendations made in the Detroit 

Road TLCI
• Maintain Downtown’s strong walkability by limiting new curb cuts and 

keeping wide sidewalks



DOWNTOWN RIVER COMFORT & IMAGE



DOWNTOWN RIVER COMFORT & IMAGE

COMFORT & IMAGE
• Continue to cultivate the sense of place through gateway signs, decorative 

street signs, banners, and lighting
• Improve access and sight lines to the Rocky River and the Cleveland 

Metroparks
• Add street trees where possible



DOWNTOWN RIVER PREFERRED DEVELOPMENT

• Four potential development types
• Vote for the one that most reflects your 

desired type of development
• Focus on the uses, design, and layout of 

the buildings, not on the names of 
individual businesses



A

C

B

D



DETROIT ROAD SOCIABILITY



DETROIT ROAD SOCIABILITY

SOCIABILITY
• Provide additional recreational amenities or passive open spaces



DETROIT ROAD USES & ACTIVITIES

Transportation and Utility



DETROIT ROAD USES & ACTIVITIES

USES & ACTIVITIES
• Provide improved residential offerings



DETROIT ROAD ACCESS & LINKAGES



DETROIT ROAD ACCESS & LINKAGES

ACCESS & LINKAGES
• Provide stronger links to Rocky River’s residential neighborhoods
• Improve walking and biking links into Downtown River, the Municipal 

Center, and the regional network of trails
• Improve existing crosswalks to enhance pedestrian safety
• Maintain the area’s strong walkability by limiting new curb cuts



DETROIT ROAD COMFORT & IMAGE



DETROIT ROAD COMFORT & IMAGE

COMFORT & IMAGE
• Continue to cultivate the sense of place through decorative street signs, 

banners, and lighting
• Develop a gateway at the I-90 interchange
• Add street trees where possible
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WOOSTER ROAD
SOCIABILITY



WOOSTER ROAD
SOCIABILITY

SOCIABILITY
• Develop clustered seating areas or pocket parks at overlooks to the Rocky 

River Reservation



WOOSTER ROAD
USES & ACTIVITIES



WOOSTER ROAD
USES & ACTIVITIES

USES & ACTIVITIES
• Build upon the corridor’s neighborhood commercial nodes by supporting 

walkable infill development
• Support new residential offerings that take advantage of views into the 

River Valley



WOOSTER ROAD
ACCESS & LINKAGES



WOOSTER ROAD
ACCESS & LINKAGES

ACCESS & LINKAGES
• Provide stronger links to Rocky River’s residential neighborhoods
• Improve walking and biking links into Downtown River, Cleveland 

Metroparks, and the regional network of trails
• Improve existing crosswalks and add additional ones to enhance 

pedestrian safety



WOOSTER ROAD
COMFORT & IMAGE



WOOSTER ROAD
COMFORT & IMAGE

COMFORT & IMAGE
• Continue to cultivate the sense of place through gateway signs, decorative 

street signs, banners, and lighting
• Improve access and sight lines to the Rocky River and the Cleveland 

Metroparks
• Add street trees where possible



A

C

B

D
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HILLIARD BOULEVARD SOCIABILITY



HILLIARD BOULEVARD SOCIABILITY

SOCIABILITY
• Develop clustered seating areas or pocket parks at the intersection of 

Wooster and Hilliard



HILLIARD BOULEVARD USES & ACTIVITIES



HILLIARD BOULEVARD USES & ACTIVITIES

USES & ACTIVITIES
• Build upon the corridor’s neighborhood commercial node by supporting 

walkable infill development
• Support new residential offerings that take advantage of views into the 

River Valley



HILLIARD BOULEVARD ACCESS & LINKAGES



HILLIARD BOULEVARD ACCESS & LINKAGES

ACCESS & LINKAGES
• Provide stronger links to Rocky River’s residential neighborhoods
• Improve walking and biking links into Downtown River, Cleveland 

Metroparks, and the regional network of trails
• Improve existing crosswalks and add additional ones to enhance 

pedestrian safety



HILLIARD BOULEVARD COMFORT & IMAGE



HILLIARD BOULEVARD COMFORT & IMAGE

COMFORT & IMAGE
• Continue to cultivate the sense of place through gateway signs, decorative 

street signs, banners, and lighting
• Improve access and sight lines to the Rocky River and the Cleveland 

Metroparks
• Enhance and expand existing medians to develop a greener corridor
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D



CENTER RIDGE ROAD SOCIABILITY



CENTER RIDGE ROAD SOCIABILITY

SOCIABILITY
• Cultivate nodes of activity along the corridor through placemaking efforts
• Provide access to recreational amenities



CENTER RIDGE ROAD USES & ACTIVITIES

Transportation and Utility



CENTER RIDGE ROAD USES & ACTIVITIES

USES & ACTIVITIES
• Enhance the overall appearance of the district through standards that 

improve building appearance
• Work with the City of Fairview Park to implement the retailing strategy 

outlined in the Center Ridge Road TLCI
• Develop a walkable district at the eastern edge of the corridor
• Develop transit-oriented uses around the Westgate Transit Center



CENTER RIDGE ROAD ACCESS & LINKAGES



CENTER RIDGE ROAD ACCESS & LINKAGES

ACCESS & LINKAGES
• Provide stronger links to Rocky River’s residential neighborhoods
• Implement the streetscape and road recommendations made in the Center 

Ridge Road TLCI
• Improve walking and biking links into Downtown River, Cleveland 

Metroparks, and the regional network of trails
• Improve existing crosswalks and add additional ones to enhance 

pedestrian safety
• Provide improved pedestrian access from the street to the entrances of 

setback commercial buildings



CENTER RIDGE ROAD COMFORT & IMAGE



CENTER RIDGE ROAD COMFORT & IMAGE

COMFORT & IMAGE
• Continue to cultivate the sense of place through gateway signs, decorative 

street signs, banners, and lighting
• Add planted medians to develop a greener corridor
• Add street trees where possible



CENTER RIDGE ROAD
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CENTER RIDGE ROAD
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FRAMEWORK MAPS



• Outline a framework for future location-
based actions

• Three framework maps:
• Open Space Framework
• Connections Framework
• Character Framework

FRAMEWORK MAPS



OPEN SPACES FRAMEWORK

Park Ratings 
Based on 
Community 
Survey



OPEN SPACES FRAMEWORK

Enhance 
Existing Spaces
• Morley Park
• Southern 

Parks



OPEN SPACES FRAMEWORK

Capitalize on 
Lake Erie
• Expand access 

to these parks
• Provide 

additional 
amenities



CONNECTIONS FRAMEWORK

Existing Bike Lane



CONNECTIONS FRAMEWORK

Improve Transit 
Hubs
• Detroit Road 

and Wooster 
Road

• Lake Road and 
Linda Street

• Westgate 
Transit Center

Existing Bike Lane



CONNECTIONS FRAMEWORK

Construct Trail 
Connections
• East-West
• North-South

Existing Bike Lane



CONNECTIONS FRAMEWORK

Link 
Neighborhoods 
to Amenities
• Into 

Downtown
• Into the 

Metroparks
• Into parks

Existing Bike Lane



CONNECTIONS FRAMEWORK

Link Lakefront 
Parks
• Water trail

Existing Bike Lane



CHARACTER AREAS FRAMEWORK

Reinforce area 
character
• North 

neighborhood
• West 

neighborhood
• Central 

neighborhood
• South 

neighborhood
• Multi-Family 

Node
Municipal Center
Multi-Family Node



CHARACTER AREAS FRAMEWORK

Reinforce area 
character
• Downtown 

Rocky River
• Neighborhood 

Centers
• Commercial 

Strip
• Municipal 

Center

Municipal Center
Multi-Family Node



CHARACTER AREAS FRAMEWORK

Do these 
character area 
descriptions 
match what 
you would like 
to see in these 
areas in the 
future?

Municipal Center
Multi-Family Node



NEXT STEPS



• Public Meeting #1
Current Conditions and Community 
Vision
April 19, 2017

We will be sending additional 
information and asking for your 
assistance with this meeting including 
advertising and participation



Homework

• Please return your comments via mail, 
type and scan them, or do the fillable 
worksheet

• Use additional sheets if you need more 
space

• Please return your comments by 
April 5, 2017



Additional Feedback? 
Write us an email!
Any additional comments, please email 
nlaird@cuyahogacounty.us



Thank you!
Questions & Discussion
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